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EXPLORE COSMIC SHAPES AT UM LECTURE
MISSOULA Renowned mathematician Jeffrey Weeks will present “The Shape of Space,” the first
installment of The University of Montana’s 2002-2003 President’s Lecture Series, at 8 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 5, in UM ’s Music Recital Hall.
During the lecture, Weeks will use computer games to introduce the concept of a
“multiconnected universe.” Then interactive 3-D graphics will take viewers on a tour of
several possible shapes for space. Students from area middle schools and high schools and
anyone interested in astronomy won’t want to miss this presentation. The lecture is free and
open to the public.
“The only prerequisites for this talk are curiosity and imagination,” said Weeks, a
researcher, educator and MacArthur Fellow who lives in Canton, N.Y.
Earlier that day, from 3:30 to 4 p.m ., a reception for Weeks will be held in Room 204
of UM’s James E. Todd Building, located just east of the University Center. Following the
reception, from 4:10 to 5 p.m ., Weeks will present a faculty seminar, “The Curvature of
Space,” at the same location. The reception and seminar also are free and open to the public.
The events are presented in conjunction with the Big Sky Conference on Discrete
Mathematics, which will be held at UM Sept. 5-7.
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Weeks received a bachelor’s degree in mathematics from Dartmouth College in 1978.
He earned graduate degrees in mathematics from Princeton University, a master’s in 1980 and
a doctorate in 1985. As a MacArthur Fellow, Weeks currently does research that includes
working with data obtained by a NASA satellite that may soon reveal the true shape of our
universe. He also develops educational videos and interactive software about topology and
space for middle school and high school students. Weeks is the author of two books,
“Exploring the Shape of Space” (Key Curriculum Press, 2001) and “The Shape of Space”
(Marcel Dekker Inc., 1985; second edition 2002).
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